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in 700 of Sennacherib. At once the whole com-
pact fell to pieces. JBel-ibni was captured and
sent ignominiously to Assyria, whose training he
had dishonored, along with his foolish counsel-
ors. Marduk-ushezib fled toward the south, and
went into hiding iii the marshes at the mouths
of the rivers. Merodach-baladan embarked his
gods and his people upon ships, and sailing down
the Persian Gulf, settled along the eastern shores
in the land of Elam, whither Sennacherib did
not dare to follow him. There he soon after
died. No man like him as an opponent of As
syria had arisen since the days of Beu-Hadad II
of Damascus. Adroit enough to surrender always
at the right time, ever full of resources when
there was the least hope of success, implacable
in his hostility, his removal from action was a
great boon to Assyria His name did not die with
him, but his descendants, of the same stuff in their
persistency, remained to plague a later day in As-
syrian history. The land of Bit-Yakin was next
ravaged by Sennacherib in the vain attempt to
root out the elements of discord and disaffection.
On his return northward Sennacherib had his own
son, Asshur-nadin-shum, proclaimed in Babylon as
king.1 And so began another attempt at govern-
ing this difficult part of the empire.

In the next year (699) military operations were
necessary in Cilicia and Kappadokia. The moun-
tainous country of Khilakku, amid the crags of

1 Taylor Prism, ill, lines 42-65, Rogers, op. dtf, pp. 91, 92.